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INTRODUCTION

The Gardner MeMorial ChurCh was desiGned by sir John 
JaMes burneT and builT beTween 1896 and 1900. 
burneT was one of sCoTland’s leadinG arChiTeCTs and 
over a period of TwenTy years, desiGned “a faMily of 
lonG, low, friendly ChurChes” as well as a nuMber of 
oTher siGnifiCanT buildinGs naTionally. 

aMeriCan rural shinGle-sTyle influenCes firsT 
appeared in burneT’s doMesTiC work around 
1886 and iTs low-profiled, biG-roofed sTyle 
soon spread To his eCClesiasTiCal work as well.

Other examples include;

•  sT Molio’s, shiskine, isle of arran (1887-90) - 
CaTeGory a lisTed,

•  dundas MeMorial ChurCh in GranGeMouTh (1894) - 
CaTeGory a lisTed and

•  The burneT faMily’s own ChurCh, brooMhill TriniTy 
ConGreGaTional ChurCh in GlasGow (1899-1907) - 
CaTeGory b lisTed.

all are ConsTruCTed wiTh squaT pyraMid-roofed Towers wiTh Mixed 
roManesque and laTe GoThiC deTail. They were perCeived To be 
lower CosT, easier To heaT alTernaTives To The Tall GoThiC revival 
sTyle ChurChes.

CARVINGS AND BEASTS

The ChurCh also has a nuMber of 
CarvinGs in boTh wood and sTone. 

There are over ThirTy floral 
paTTerns round The fronT 
of The Gallery. and eiGhT anGel faCes around The pulpiT. 
sixTeen “CreaTures” deCoraTe The fronT of The Choir pews 

inCludinG a bear, a buTTerfly, an owl and perhaps a draGon. 

UNFINISHED STONE

ThrouGhouT The buildinG There are various pieCes of undressed 
sTonework. These rouGh-hewn bloCks of sTone have 
been lefT deliberaTely unfinished as a reMinder 
ThaT The work of God is never finished.

DETAILS AND DOORS

noT only are There iMpressive 
CarvinGs ThrouGhouT The buildinG, buT 
The doors are also worThy of a Closer inspeCTion. whilsT aT firsT 
GlanCe, They MiGhT appear To be Covered wiTh Tooled leaTher,  
iT is in faCT equally rare TyneCasTle  
TapesTry CreaTed by wM. sCoTT MorTon & Co  
of edinburGh.

DETAILING

our ChurCh is siMple in sTyle buT is filled wiTh an inCredible 
aMounT of deTail boTh in The MaTerials and iTs ConsTruCTion, 
and iT is This deTailinG ThaT is CapTivaTinG for The visiTor and 

worshipper alike.

on enTerinG The sanCTuary, you desCend The 
sTeps To The Cross aisle eMulaTinG ChrisT’s 
deCenT inTo The river Jordan and his bapTisM 
by John The bapTisT. Thus when enTerinG The 
ChurCh, The ConGreGaTion seek God’s presenCe and 
blessinG.

FONT

To The riGhT of The sTeps, There is a sMall alCove and a larGe 
Marble fonT. as The desiGn of The buildinG is based on a 
Medieval anGliCan layouT, The fonT is posiTioned here To 
siGnify enTranCe To boTh The buildinG and The faiTh.

NAVES

There are Three bays To The nave supporTed 
by Three ornaTe pillars eaCh wiTh unique 
deCoraTive CarvinGs. The norTh aisle is 

alMosT The saMe heiGhT as The nave, 
boTh havinG siMilar, buT MosT unusual 
and very disTinCTive, open sCissor braCed 
roofs.

MISSING IMAGES

ThrouGhouT The ChurCh There are a nuMber 
of eMpTy plinThs and niChes in whiCh oTher 
denoMinaTions MiGhT plaCe sTaTues and iMaGes.

however, The presbyTerian TradiTion of The 
ChurCh of sCoTland suGGesTs ThaT The display 

of suCh iMaGes refleCTs The workManship of Man 
raTher Than The CreaTions of The faTher.
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SUNDAY WORHIP

our sunday serviCes sTarT aT 11 aM and lasT around an hour. 

we are happy To provide CrèChe supporT for younG visiTors  
aT every serviCe and everyone is welCoMe To Join us for Coffee  
and a ChaT afTerwards. 

whisT The forMaT of our serviCes is TradiTional, preaChinG aiMs  
To be lively, CurrenT and ThouGhT-provokinG.

PRAY LET US LAUGH

we are noT inClined To Take ourselves Too seriously and 
parTiCipaTe enThusiasTiCally wiTh boTh lauGhTer and applause  
when appropriaTe.

e: offiCe@GardnerMeMorialbreChin.orG.uk

VISITING

The Gardner MeMorial ChurCh was builT in MeMory of The rev. 
alexander Gardner who served The parish of breChin for nearly 
50 years. The ChurCh is also dediCaTed To his laTe son JaMes, an 
edinburGh lawyer and foundinG MeMber of The sCoTTish ruGby 
union, who died TraGiCally in sepTeMber 1887. 

as parT of a ‘linked CharGe’ The ConGreGaTions of Gardner 
MeMorial and farnell parish ChurCh, whiCh is loCaTed soMe  
Three Miles ouTside The Town, share a MinisTer.

as a welCoMinG, friendly and GrowinG ConGreGaTion, of all aGes 
and baCkGrounds, we Try To express and CoMMuniCaTe God’s love 
in our daily lives.

ALL ARE WELCOME IN THIS PLACE

GARDNER
Memorial

Tel:  01356 629191 
Gardner MeMorial ChurCh, souThesk sTreeT, breChin, anGus, dd9 6aw

g a r d n e r m e m O r i a l b r e c h i n . O r g . u k

Gardner MeMorial is ManaGed by a dediCaTed Group of volunTeers.  
if you would like To Join us please ConTaCT us aT The ChurCh  

or Join wiTh us on faCebook  GardnerMeMorial

Charity No. SC008630

GARDNER
Memorial

FULL OF HIDDEN SURPRISES

we are very GraTeful for The supporT of our parTners and supporTers inCludinG:

GARDNER MEMORIAL 

CHURCH

en

Illustrations by Steve Pardue, www.differentia.co.uk
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